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LONDON-
AS RE-INITIATION inte London's West
End theatre offerings. I sallied forth set on
seeing London's latest musical hi¢, “Evita,”
based on the career of Argentina's Eva Peron
and directed by the American wonder produc-
er/director of success after success, Harold
Prince 1 blishely thought it might be possible:
o find a single seat on such a freezing winter
evening without booking in advance.

H 1 hadn't been told, I d have known without a
doubt — by the mndicator 1 shall now tell you
about — ‘Evita ' must be the hottest current prop
erty m cown The theatre booking office had shut
its window firmly and put up its ‘sold out’ sign
Not even a top price (six pounds sterling) ticket to
be entreated

At such 2 ume one tends o emerge on to the
pavement looking slightly dazed and with that
absent minded air of someone trymng to figure out
what ¢ise to do now that one had batuled nto
theatreland Enter the scalpers, ticket scalpers thai
15 A phenomenon, I rhimk unknown n Jamaica
where, if you have repurned tckets for a perform
ance you re only too glad if someone comes along
t¢ buy them off you at the regular price .

Scalpers make their money by buying up in
advance tickets for the super-favourites. When the

riormances sell out, they wait on the pavement
or the folk who simply must get in and then they
make ther killing Id forgotten about thern and
must have weemed ineredibly naive during the fal
lowing encounter

It 15 one minute to shownime Rae stands uncer
tainly om the pavement and a young man
approaches (whom I think to be somebody whose
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pounds. .

He (moving away with sense of outrage)
That's ridiculous!

End of conversation. (Note to anecdote at cur-
rent rates of exchange, thirty pounds comes out at
slightly more than a hundred Jamaican dollars)

Rae l':lglim}:meez at the comer at the glitering
lights advertising Jesus Christ Superstar by the
same team, Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber,
who wrote “Evita.” Now in itsseventh year it holds
the tecord of London's longest mnning musical
cvey,

Ive never been an aficionado of 'Superstar
even when the recording first appeared (it was one
of these unusual occurences where the work
achieved vast popularity in its recorded form long
before it was mbunted on the stage) A rock ora-
torio, it seemed to me to depend a great deal on
the gimmick of doing the passion of Christ in that
style rather than on the quality of the work itself.

Hence, unsi} the particular evening I've been
telling you about, I managed successfully to avord
it Bat 1 have an odd reputation in this respeet.
Many, many years ago, 1 kepe elling people about
a lictle musical that began in Bristol called 'Salad
Days'. They must see it. 1 was away on the
European continent when the show opened in Loa-
don and, in all the years it ran, never did get
around myseH to going.

Then, someone once rang up and said they'd
got tickets for the opening night of 2 new musical.
I maid {thif*again is umpteen years ago): 2 British
musical‘based on Charles Dickens! Ne, thank youf
Well, that one, of course, was “Oliver” (which is
having a revival here}.
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escort hasnt made n
He
Me
He
Me
He Twenty pounds?
Me No
He
Me

Thirty pounds sir

(poiuely) Want a ticket for the show sir?
Yes What price 15 112

Thirty pounds' I cant afford that!
How much are you walling to pay?

(still i state of mld shock) Well, I hadnt
been thinking of spending more than at most six

with all s mystification wawmn't) and
ick close, That was "The Caretaker,” Harold

Onr another occasion, we went to the first nighe
of a play which I ily obscure,
rather tedious (in 2 way that ‘Waiting For Godot'
aded for a

inter’s firm box office ujumph with Donald Pleas

ance and the late Robert Shaw who wasn't so well

known t {
In New York where it was first staged, “Super-

star” offered director Tom O'Horgan

opportunity, as he had had in “Hair,” ¢o create an

‘Johnny Reggae’ — The
old formula

JOHNNIF REGGAE’
i the Linde Theatre Mave

nenis  38th  conseculive
vtarly Chrisimas Pan-
wrnme 1015 also one of

the LTMs longer produc
uons FUNMBE at Just over
three hours, and [ollows
ihe wuadional comempo
rary formaula of more ongt
nal former successes

Without detraceng  from
i producnons  ments, |
feol s a puy the LTM does
nm apply @ s scnips the
same {flegree  of mnovaton
usually found in sheir other
wchmeal and arsuc areas
[ he old and shopworn theme
of the poor, boy:girl wnh 2
mothcrr’gra!ndmothcr and
the ineviable hard siruggles
agamnst adversuy resulung 1n
success and recognunon 1s oo
famihar for most audiences
Hence, the accent 15 purely
on gemng laughs, and at any
cost Just as how 1 find so
called ethme” jokes an aborm
natonn 3o § regard wih even
more distaste the obvious
cffor1 to ‘put down the Ras-
iafars bv using the unique
farh a3 the bun of several
highty prejudioal ‘jokes” As
a Rasafan myself 1 was not
amused The LTM s scripwn-
ters  mmuead of making sick
fun of Rastafari' should
begtn to propct the culmre
m 2 much more reahsoc and
positive manner

Having got that onc off
my chest, I found the musi-
cal very exciing alhough
there were some dull spom.

There were some fine
moments chiefly engineered
by the comic duo of Fran-
chot Henry and Gary Harvey
{Bootoo and Spengeh) Win-
ston  Whiner's  hilarious
dame. Mrs  Dry up.
Gabrielle Harban as; Cuiie
she Vamp, and Ranny Wil
hams and Oliver Samuels
alernaung as the Jeckel and
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has lapsed since the lirst 8,00
;iz;:lchc:glam, My Nuftus/ dress rehearsal Whar a pag
The lcads were dis one musi resor o having :g]

appouung and 1 found ihe
first cast much sironger than
the second Demse Qaies
although she sings Tairly well
and looks anracive, 15 not

y idea of a lemale lead
E:pemall]r when eamed wih
#n obviously shorer parmer
in Ben Johnson, who I found
Jess impressive than ihe other
aliecrnating lead, Cohn
Douglas Johnson needs ©
project  himself greawes on
stage, and I found his simg
ing rather bland, Douglas
the more adept of the wo n
punmg across a song and ¢he
essence of the hmmy Chif
hke character

Andrene Bonner played
the mother, Mim Inex, widh
sensitivity and  feding, but
scemed a wifle young w be
Douglas’ senior. This pan
was obviously wrinen for
Loyisc Bennen along similar
lines as was, for example, the
mother in Trevor Rhone's
Music Boy (1971) and Bra-
shanx 'O’ (1976), and cicarly
illosraswes e bankrupecy of
Paniomime scrips ideas.

Tt was good w0 see Ranny
Wilhams again in the gpe of
role which we have become
accustomed w0 having him
play Mamse Ran, one of e
finess local aciors we may
ever see, was al his usual
best. When one considers s
age, it is indeed a wribute w0
his alern tha the inevigble
physical defeces of advanced
maiurity seem pracocally
eliminawed from his perform-
ance

The dancing. despite the
choreography of NDTC pnn
cipal dancer, Jackie Guy,
seemed rather mame except
for a few movements inclad-
ing an exquisiv duet 0 the
snging of Prncess’ There
was A Ti The chorus
was  equally disappoiniing,
the men far outcla‘s;aing the

women who looked ewher far
or dowdy Emphasis on dic

.non, especrally o singing

microphones canvemenily
placed on siage w convey
boih song and speech,
although [m sure there arc
those who will sce this 25 a
progression rather dhan the
opposue

Pcier Ashbournes music
was adequaie with a few
good numbers likeThere Was
A Time, Child Of Sunlight
(the bes) and One Man,
Two Face The small orches
ira was competert although
somenmvs 0o loud (or was
thar ihe eleciromcaily con
trolledl sound?) Larry Shra
deed’s sets are snll a bit cum
bersome and awhward
though exwremely  arracuve

and effecave 12.00
Al told, a clever and 4 39
amusing farce despitc the 6,30
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organic flow of wovement, theatrical effect and

ippie-ness around episodic, allusive material. All
of this with an energy that still comes through in
the London version (credited to another director,
Jim Sharmman) these many years after,

The stage takes on 2 monumental aspect
despite the modemy touches of lighting the central
areas from below through gla uares. Panels
slide apart Depths are revealed. Every so often
dramatic mists blow on from the wings or from the

. undérworld. The cast performs on lower stage,
middle stage, upper stage, steeply raked ramps at
the side. Some of the musicians in habit cubicles
on stage, the rest sit modestly in the orchestra pit.
The movement is precise,” sormetimes wich tongue
in cheek, At the end, ]ﬁm on the cross {with a
brightly interior-lighted base) elevates on a shaft
from subterranea while the enormous fast chants
its songs of conternporary praise. The thi is
warth viewing for the awesomeness mechan-
ict alorie if for no other reason.

Herod, now being played by Barry [ames who's
had six years a¢ the National Theatre and looks
like a black-haired Bobby Ghisays in mafia, contin-
ues to walk away with the show-stapper, a Towdy
vaudeville-style number. The original New York
Herod kicked off the fashion in highheeled and
soled shoes for men. I don't know whether Herod
Londonas has been re costumed recently or wheth-
er he pre empted the gentlethzr Ewe de xov Jooks
John Travolta-ish in white suit and black shirt bot
tomed off with a par of glittering silver boots

e e ¢

Useless bits of information department an item
carried on television here quotes an Amencan Doc
tor John Diamond's finding that the noise of rock
music can reduce muscle power by as much as 50
per cent the deltoid muscle in the neck area being
the most affected Classified music on the other
hand has strengthenmg power. He”claims Trav-
olta, Alice Cooper and a group known as The
queen, among others, to be more damaging than
the rest. The Queen has issued a denial

Then there was the brief chat with a2 Britisher
who has changed his name by deed poll 1o Marlon
Brando He has a son who as a result, now rejoices
in the appellation Errol Flynn Brando
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Theatre and enjoying
wsuccenafal run. From

off to Freddie. A

mime| musieal “Johnny Wineton Witier, Ramny W
Pry-up and her son Freddie Reggae” playing ot the Ward  liams and Winston Tucke
gimply to get his dsughtier | L
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Mikhail slmo and Gelaey Kirk]:;d in a scene “The Nuterackey'.
The Nutcracker [ Palladium

Reviewed by Harry Milner
The filmed version of the Tschaikovsky's final to honou‘r
Bing Crosby

ballet, “Caste Noisette,” (The Nutcracker) was
sponsored by IBM, and had a showing last
Tuesday night at the ICA aduitorium in the LONDON. Feb 1
. oyt . 2 . Fel
Mutual Life Building, It is intended thae there (Reuter CANA) 1
A plaqze is 10 be placed
londan’s Palladiam

should be more performances at the IBM itself.
The film was exhibited on TV in black and white ,,
during the Christmas season on JBC, but many
people must have missed it in the general jollifica-
tions. Moreover it gains a great deal in living
colour, j 7

I have mever seen “Casse Noisette™ on sufe. but
Michae) Barashnikov's newly adapted version, { found
more moving than either “Lac Des Cygnes” or “The
Sleepdi:g Beauty.” It was Tschaik

Theatre in lonour of Bing
Croshby, tke tleatre
announced today |

it said tle plaque would
commemorate e fact " that
tte last week of e singers
workmg hfe wasspent before
capaclty audiences in a Palla
dium engagement celchrar
tng hs 50 years as an
CTUCTIALNCT

ovsky'’s final score for
ncing theatre, and although some of the divert-
isement numbers in the second act have become over
fﬁzﬂggf tife by the e ““néP°h3:2;&a‘2;? and
t to hfe t! ABCIRE a0d ¢ phy.
the basic of the wonder and bewilderment of a

g

¢ Bing died of a leart

child drifting in one magic night from the a ance accack on Octohér 14, 1977
of childhood to the pain and bewilderment and beauty  wile playing golf m Spain

is caught exquisitely in both the choreo-
aphy and the immortal mysic... I have now seen this
twice and each time the wondrous sadness of the
closing shot and poignant fading music brought tears

He was 73 “

' His widow Kat}r;m tas
wntten to tle tfedere saying

E‘ﬂ&.

to my eyes. . Bing fclt tlar appeanng at
The potent effect of this ballet-film, is due not only the Pailadium was te gt

to the perfect dancing of both Barashnikov and Gelsey Nigh of hs career

maﬂd’ l?u‘mdlﬁqllige incredible aclins ! - Tle palladium Yas

ance of Kirkland, who in the first half, w she . corded the distinction of a .

san mmi:"l:f ‘““:u-?'dmé:n . to look like 2 Rus- plaque w only one otler

star, Judy Garlamd.
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